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III
JAN HUS AND RELIGIOUS WARS IN THE 15th CENTURY
1380 pandemic bubonic plague hit Bohemia, 10-15% population died. This changed the structure of population in towns, where consequently the Czech element prevailed, esp. in the Old Town of Prague.
A rough estimate is that 25 million people in Europe died from plague during the pandemic.  The population of Western Europe did not again reach its pre-1348 level until the beginning of the 16th century. 

A rush of piety and religious devotion, church building, nevertheless the Church as an institution emerged weakened. Throughout Europe, people took the view that the Black Death was a punishment from God for the sins of mankind ( call for a moral regeneration of society.

Jews and beggars or outcasts were held responsible for the quick spreading of the disease, popular anger turned against the Jews ( massacres in many West-European towns, the Jews were accused of poisoning wells in towns, etc.

This situation in society led to the preoccupation with death and afterlife. The pandemic was taken as a sign of God’s wrath. Salvation of soul and respect for God’s law ceased to be a private matter and became a social issue. Deep thoughts about life, religion and salvation prevailed among people; some turned to mysticism, occasionally even to excesses (Flagellant movement).
The psychological effects of the Black Death were reflected north of the Alps in poetry, sculpture, and painting; the Roman Catholic Church lost some of its monopoly over the salvation of souls as people turned to mysticism and sometimes to excesses. 

Avignon Papacy (1309–1376) – residence enforced by kings of France of seven successive Roman Catholic popes at Avignon, France, 
The Great schism (1378-1417) – the period in the Western church when two (and then three) popes simultaneously claimed to be legitimate. The term schism means any formal and willful separation from the unity of the Christian Church. Papal schism and corruption further weakened the reputation of the church.

Situation in Bohemia: Clash between the King Wenceslas IV (he tried to stay neutral but later supported Avignon pope) and Prague Archbishop Jan of Jenštejn who supported Roman pope. 

Charles IV´s daughter, Queen Anne, married [1382] the English king Richard II. Although she died young in 1394 of the plague, her stay in England was not without significance. Students and scholars from Bohemia went to study at English universities. It was probably them who brought home copies of Wycliffe’s tracts. This teaching then became one of the main sources of ideas of Jan Huss concerning the remedy of ecclesiastical and worldly matters.
*
*
*

JOHN HUSS [c.1370-1415] (Jan Hus in Czech), lecturer in theology at Prague University. 
1402 he was appointed Rector of Prague University and took up additional duties as preacher at the Bethlehem Chapel, where the sermons were given in Czech instead of the traditional Latin. 
Introduced the reform of orthography (De Orthographia Bohemica). Huss in his theology was influenced by the English reformist John Wycliffe (c.1330-1384) who preached that divine law was revealed in the Bible (cf. Huss’s major opus De Ecclesia). However, for all his criticism, Huss was rather a reformer than a revolutionary. But he touched sensitive social problems, the solutions of which aimed against the power of church.
Disputes at university reached Rome, which damaged reputation of the country. Wenceslas IV enraged for German masters’ slandering Czech kingdom abroad.

1409 Decree [or Edict] of Kutná Hora – changed the system of self-administration at Prague university by changing the number of votes 1:3 in favor of Czech reformist party. German teachers and students in protest left Prague and founded a university in Leipzig. 

Result – Huss’s reformist group gained control over the whole Prague University, which afterwards, from a supranational institution, became the first national university in Europe and was losing contacts with the world.
Pope Alexander V ordered all Wycliffe’s writings to be publicly burned and forbade preaching his ideas. As Huss continued, he was excommunicated in 1411.
In 1411, Pope John XXIII developed traffic in indulgences that to some were a sign of the corruption of the church. Huss spoke out against indulgences. A few days later, some of Huss´s followers burnt the Papal bulls, and, in response, three young men who openly called the indulgences a fraud were beheaded. After this execution, Huss spoke even more radically against the unpopular practices of the church.

By 1413, however, Huss had lost some of his more influential supporters, incl. the university and had to seek support at castles of his remaining friends.

1414 Huss decided to defend his teaching at Ecclesiastical Council in Constance, Germany. An academic man, he was hoping for an open and free debate. Provided with a “safe conduct” guarantee from the Emperor Sigismund, he reached Constance in November 1414. Soon after his arrival, however, he was arrested and in an inquisition-like trial he was sentenced to death and burned at the stake as a heretic on July 6, 1415.

Proceedings of the council concluded in 1418, it was considered as a success as it solved the problem of papal schism. 

However, people in Bohemia took Huss´ death as proof of corruption and depravity of the church. In consequence, open hostilities broke out. The enraged king Wenceslas IV died shortly after that.
Four Articles of Prague – common program of all Hussites:
1. to support free preaching of the gospel;

2. to grant equal rights between the priest and the layman, so that both take the body as well as the blood of Christ ( whence indication “in both kinds” ( “Utraquists”;

3. confiscation of church-owned land and elimination of its influence in worldly politics;

4. punishment of mortal sins which hinder Christians from reaching salvation.

Hussite disunion – they split into a number of streams of opinion ranging from moderate to radical groups who did not recognize any secular master and particularly in Tabor they practiced common property: “As in the city of Tabor there is no ´mine´ and no ´yours´, but all is in common, the like it shall be everywhere and nobody shall have a special property, and those who have such property commits a mortal sin.”
All streams, however, were united in their opposition to Sigismund, and together they defeated imperial invasions. Papal court and the Roman and the Hungarian king Sigismund wanted to break the Hussites with military force.

1420-1431 five crusades organized against the Hussites, but all of them were defeated.

Hussites were led by Jan Žižka of Trocnov [?–1424]. He provided strong military organization, transformed peasants into a disciplined infantry, suitable choice of arms, mostly converted peasants’ tools; barricade of heavy farm wagons; unconventional military strategy. An important symbol of Czech resistance against foreigners, his popularity was strong among the 19th-century Czech nationalists and 20th-century Communists.
Negotiations between Czechs and Catholic Church at Council of Basel, a compromise made possible after the defeat of the radical wing of Hussites at a small village of Lipany [east of Prague] in 1434.

Compacts of Basel, 1436, a compromise with the Catholic Church, represented a limited victory for the Hussite program.

George of Poděbrady [1458-1471] elected as king of “dual people”: [Hussites=Utraquists vs. Catholics]. This election was an exceptional event in Czech history, since George did not come from a dynastic family and was considered heretic by nearly all of Europe. 

George of Poděbrady was representative of the second Hussite generation, for whom ideals of revolution were not empty words but who combined them with the interests of his nation.

After the fall of Constantinople in 1453, the Turkish threat for Europe became imminent.

1464 George addressed European sovereigns with a peace initiative ( proposed establishing League of Christian Princes, reminiscent in a way of the present United Nations. This ideally sounding plan had, however, mainly practical aims: was directed against the Turks and the Pope (who denied the validity of the Compacts).
George´s task was to carry out the reconstruction of the country and to reconcile the two sides of the religious/civil war. 
THE HOUSE OF JAGIELLO – dynasty that ruled Poland from 1386 to 1572, also ruling Lithuania for most of this period, and at times Prussia, Bohemia, and Hungary. The Jagiellon dynasty made Poland-Lithuania a powerful state in early modern Europe. This integration in Central Europe seems to have been a defensive response to the increasing threat of the Turks in the Balkans.
There were two Jagiellon kings on the Bohemian throne:
· Vladislaus Jagiello [1471-1516]; 
· Louis [1516-1526] – died at the battle of Mohacz in Hungary against the Turks.
Attempts to consolidate the internal situation in the Czech Lands:

· 1485 religious peace between Utraquists and Catholics was concluded at the Diet in Kutná Hora for eternity;
· 1517 Pact of St. Wenceslas – a compromise on economic issues between nobility and towns.

Later developments suggested a possible way towards the estate model of the state.
*
*
*

Main ideas and points to think about:
1. Think about how society can react when facing a pandemic or irrational situations
2. Jan Hus – symbol of a strong individual in opposition to all-powerful system; think of other persons who manifested this attitude
3. Destructive and suicidal Hussite wars – self-conceited radicals of either party showed no willingness to behave responsibly 
4. George of Poděbrady – a king who strove to reach a compromise. Political compromises – how far can one go?
5. What impetuses can lead nations to integration?
