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II
THE  HOUSE OF LUXEMBOURG
European dynasty that in the 14th and 15th centuries occupied the thrones of Germany, Bohemia, Hungary, and the Holy Roman Empire, and was closely connected with France.

The period of Czech Europeanism: extensive international travel: students attended lectures at universities in the West (Bologna, Paris, Oxford, Cambridge); pilgrims visited Rome, Santiago de Compostela (Spain) and Canterbury (England), clergy were called to Avignon (France), nobles went to courts in Western Europe.

Pilgrim, one who visits some holy place with religious intent. Pilgrimages are characteristic of many religions, such as those of ancient Egypt, Persia in the Mithraic period, India, China, and Japan. The Greek and Roman custom of consulting the gods at local oracles, such as those at Dodona or Delphi, both in Greece, is widely known. In the early period of Hebrew history, pilgrimages were made to Shiloh and Dan (both in what is now Israel) and to Bethel (now Beitin, Jordan). The great Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca (now in Saudi Arabia), a survival of pagan times, is obligatory for every Muslim, and other Islamic devotional pilgrimages, particularly to the tombs of saints, are numerous. Kairouan in Tunisia, Ouezzane in Morocco, Karbala in Iraq, and Mashhad in Iran are sacred Muslim cities. Benares (now Varanasi), India, is a renowned place of pilgrimage for Hindus.
The early Christians made pilgrimages to the scenes of the Passion of Christ in Jerusalem. Even after Jerusalem had been occupied by the Saracens, the liberty of pilgrimage, on payment of a tax, was secured by treaty; the necessity of protecting pilgrims, however, gave rise to the medieval military orders, such as the Knights Templar.
The chief places of pilgrimage in the West included, in Italy, Rome, Loreto (near Ancona), and Assisi; in Spain, Santiago de Compostela, Guadalupe, and the monastery on Montserrat near Barcelona; in France, the churches of Notre Dame de Fourvière, at Lyon, and Saint-Denis; in Germany, Cologne and Trèves (now Trier); in Switzerland, Einsiedeln; in England, Walsingham Abbey, in eastern England, and Canterbury; in Scotland, Whithorn, Scone, Dundee, Paisley, and Melrose; and in Ireland, many places connected with the life or death of the early Irish saints. Gustavo A. Madero is the site of a celebrated shrine to the Virgin Mary, in central Mexico. In later times, pilgrims have gone in large numbers to Lyon, Le Puy, Paray-le-Monial, and Lourdes, all in France.

JOHN OF LUXEMBOURG (1296 – 1310 – 1346)

Married a Czech princess, took to foreign policy. He spent much time away from Bohemia on military expeditions, but initiated numerous important building projects in Prague (his palace “The Bell” with French sculptures). Brought into the country people from the Rhine region who assumed the more important posts, which irritated their Czech rivals. This animosity started the Czech identification by the language, a thing very unusual, as the Middle Ages were rather universalist.

Dalimil’s chronicle – Czech history from the most ancient times to 1314. Serious, responsible concern for community & nation; relies on the Cosmas’ chronicle. 

The general outlook is aristocratic and anti-German: Dalimil saw the battle against Germanisation as a leitmotif of Czech history, reaching back to the oldest national legends, which explains why an international-minded humanist of the Enlightenment saw it as a chauvinistic tract. However, when referring to German enemies of the Czechs, he means “foreign” Germans, not Bohemian ones. National tensions between Czechs and Germans gained social and religious aspects.

Territorial acquisitions: part of Silesia, Upper Lusatia, Cheb region ( John became the founder of Bohemian great power, was the most important imperial prince and the builder of Charles’s empire.

1346 his son Charles was elected to the Roman throne.

1346 the blind king John killed at Crécy (northern France) fighting on the French side against the English.

CHARLES IV (1316 – 1346 – 1378)

Childhood in France; as a boy of 14 he commanded armies in fights in Italy helping his father’s campaigns. This part of his life he described in Latin autobiography Vita Caroli [based on St. Augustine’s Confessions], looked into meditative life in Augustinian monasteries.

Charles lived in two different worlds: France [strong, united, university] × Italy [fragmented, practical business situations, Giotto, Petrarch, who both visited him in Prague].

1333 returned to Bohemia as joint ruler.
Created equilibrium of power in the kingdom: king & church against nobility. Connected Czech and Imperial crowns (the idea of “two thrones”) – inner and outer stability of the Kingdom of Bohemia led to Bohemocentric conception of Roman Empire: 

Moved the centre of Empire to Bohemia, where he built the base of his family clan. The aim of this shift of power was to spread civilisation in the region (towards the East), not through wars but political dominance. Cherished the idea of a broader Luxembourg Empire (incl. Poland, Hungary, probably Scandinavia).

1344 Archbishopric was established in Prague, which secured independence of the Church and made it an important political factor in the country. The first archbishop was Arnošt (=Ernest) of Pardubice who was Charles’s friend and adviser.
1348 Charles IV created the Crown of Bohemia – confederation of Bohemia and the adjacent lands (Moravian Margraviate, Principality of Silesia, Upper Lusatia and Lower Lusatia).

1348 Charles founded a university in Prague: the oldest university north of the Alps and east of the Rhine; based on the model of Sorbonne and Bologna. 

Prague University had four faculties (seven liberal arts, theology, law, medicine).
The self-administrative system of the university was based on four academic nations (Czech, Polish, Saxon, and Bavarian). Chancellor of the university, which was considered a spiritual institution, was the Archbishop of Prague. Its head was Rector elected for one year, later half-year. The new professors were loyal to the Church and Curia, their appointments show Charles and archbishop’s conservative thinking: theologically incorrect choices were carefully avoided.

Academic degrees: bachelor, master, licentiate, doctor.

Subjects: theology; Roman & canonical laws; medicine; seven liberal arts (trivium: grammar, rhetoric, dialectics; quadrivium: arithmetic, geometry, astronomy, music).

Charles made Prague his residence, connection to the West along the Via Carolina 
(Prague – Nuremberg). Construction of the New Town in Prague, Vyšehrad, Stone Bridge (later, i.e. in 19th century, renamed Charles Bridge) with the Old Town Bridge Tower.

The castle of Karlštejn was meant to be the spiritual centre of the Empire (1348-1357). Great Moravian Empire was united with the Empire of Charlemagne in this castle. A rare collection of c. 130 panel paintings (pictures of martyrs, virgins & widows, popes, bishops, abbots, warriors, rulers, hermits, ecclesiastical writers, etc.) by Magister Theodorick. The collection represented a celestial army of saints, shown in their majesty and dignity ( the style of monumental realism. His chiaroscuro of the so called “soft sculptural style” is typical for Central European painting.

Prague cathedral – begun in 1342 on the site of two earlier churches. Architects Matthias of Arras (+1352); Peter Parler (+1399); the western end, incl. the two tapering spires, finished as late as 1873-1929 in a neo-Gothic style. Matthias of Arras suppressed ornamentation, but Parler created, on consoles and gargoyles, many grotesque figures and masks, eg. Socrates, or the devil tearing Judas Iscariot’s soul from his mouth (=Decorative style).
1349 Charles crowned in Aachen as the Roman King;

1355 his coronation in Rome as the Roman Emperor.

1356 Golden Bull for the Empire – relation of Bohemia to the Holy Roman Empire.

Seven electors of the emperor (three spiritual, four temporal):

· Archbishop of Mainz – Highest Chancellor of Empire;

· Archbishop of Trier – Chancellor of Italy;

· Archbishop of Cologne – Chancellor of Burgundy;

· King of Bohemia – Arch-Cup Bearer;

· Palgrave of Rhine;

· Duke of Saxony;

· Margrave of Brandenburg.

WENCESLAS IV (1378-1419)

Papal schism (1378-1417), the king clashed with Prague Archbishop Jan of Jenštejn who objected to king’s neutrality in the dispute. 
1393 martyrdom of Johann of Nepomuk (c. 1340-1393), one of the patron-saints of Bohemia. In 1380 he became pastor and later cathedral canon and vicar-general to the archbishop of Prague. According to tradition, he was later appointed confessor to Queen Joanna, wife of Wenceslas IV. The account of his death states that the king had Johann tortured and put to death for his refusal to divulge the queen’s confessions and for his defence of ecclesiastical rights. This story, however, has since been disproved: in fact, John was murdered for his resistance to the king’s efforts to change an abbey into a cathedral and so create a new see for one of the king’s favourites. Pope Benedict XIII canonised Johann of Nepomuk in 1729. 
Wenceslas largely ignored his German territories, which were rent with wars between the towns and the nobles; the German princes finally deposed him for drunkenness and incompetence in 1400, choosing Rupert of the Palatinate (Wittelsbach family). In Bohemia Wenceslas fared little better. High nobility turned against the king, civil war in the country. 

Wenceslas was not able to keep equilibrium between church (growing corruption) and nobility. In conflict with church hierarchy and high nobility, Wenceslas IV sought allies among burghers and low nobility, which worsened his situation.

Decline of silver mining in Kutná Hora led to 1407 devaluation of Prague groschen.
GOTHIC STYLE IN THE CZECH LANDS

Gothic Art and Architecture, style in European art and architecture that flourished from about 1140 to the end of the 16th century in many areas. It applies to religious and secular buildings, sculpture, stained glass, and illuminated manuscripts and other decorative arts. Originally the word “Gothic” was used by Italian Renaissance writers as a derogatory term for all art and architecture of the Middle Ages, which they regarded as comparable to the works of barbarian Goths
. The Gothic Age is now considered one of Europe’s outstanding artistic eras.

Appeared in France around 1150, in the Czech Lands after 1230, lasted c. 300 years.

1. Early Gothic – under Wenceslas I, end with the Přemyslids. Influence of Burgundy, Cistercian monks; thick walls, not high vaults.
Founding of towns, castles, big monasteries; the bridge in Písek. Castles built by king, high nobility, bishops, knights’ orders. Difficult access [built on rocks, water], after Tartar invasion in 1241].
Golden era of chivalry, tournaments, minstrel songs. Crusades ( respect to ladies; cult of Our Lady.

2. High Gothic – Luxembourg dynasty; of European importance. The process of town founding completed; building burghers’ houses of brick, first town halls, churches (St. Vitus). New Town of Prague, Charles Bridge. Castles, strongholds.

3. Late Gothic – Jagiellon dynasty. Benedict Reit [Ried], Matthew Rejsek. Rich ornamentation in details.

CZECH GOTHIC PAINTING 

Delayed, begins around 1300, court culture, narrative principle – high altar in Vyšší Brod, Magister Theodorick [130 pictures at Karlštejn].

Master of Třeboň altar, manuscripts of Wenceslas IV.

Mural painting – Karlštejn, churches, private houses and palaces;

Panel painting – religious, gradually individual features, centres in Prague, South Bohemia, South Moravia. As early as 1350, the anonymous author of the Vyšebrod Cycle had not only adopted and made his own the latest discoveries of Tuscan art, but had lent an added nobility to the narrative style of French stained-glass. 

Book illuminations – with admirable miniatures, such as those in the Passional of Abbess Kunigunde, which, however, still owe much to French models imported into Bohemia.
C. 1385 beautiful style – connected with cult of Virgin Mary, perhaps to paralyse the beginning reformation; aim ( more spirituality and purifying of church. 
GOTHIC SCULPTURE 

“Beautiful style” Madonnas, c. 1400, then Pietas, crucifixion scenes (showing many anatomical mistakes). The world as the work of God.

Gothic towns – central market place, town hall, church off the main square; older settlements always have irregular lay-out. 
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� Gothic is the only great European style not inspired by the ancient Rome.





