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THE CZECH STATE UNDER THE PŘEMYSLID DYNASTY

Term “Central Europe” traditionally used in two ways:

· Region between Baltic, Adriatic, Aegean and Black Seas;
· Only the heartland of this region – Poland, Czechoslovakia, and Hungary.
“Mitteleuropa” – connection to the old Habsburg Empire that once spread from Vienna across Hungary, the Czech Lands, a southern trip of Poland, parts of Ukraine and the northern slice of the Balkans. It was, to a great extent, a state of mind, a cultural experience. Hitler, Stalin, cultural Americanisation and electronic globalisation have put paid Mitteleuropa. All that is left is historical interest, a heritage in literature and the arts. 

After WWI – Austrian Empire collapsed, power vacuum filled in by Germany, later USSR.

After WWII – the term East Europe became synonym for the Soviet block. Geography coincided with politics.
Later, intellectuals from Czechoslovakia, Poland and Hungary (Kundera, Havel, Czeslav Miosz, or György Konrad) started to use the term “Central Europe” – which was to emphasise the fact that the region belongs to the West, which any not of “East” suggested forceful wrenching away of the region from its natural position. 
*
*
*

Two tendencies can be identified in the Czech history:

· national, concentrated on domestic affairs; isolationism leads to provincial kind of thinking, lack of critical mind, decline of education and university teaching;

· cosmopolitan, open to foreign influences, Czechs have to cope with challenge and competition. These trends were advocated by Palacký, Havlíček (19th-century figures)  who saw Czech national ambitions within broader, European perspective.

*
*
*

5th century BC – Celtic tribes – from the Atlantic to the Black Sea. Military aristocracy. One race speaking one language, one form of societal organization, common manners and habits, and a way of living. The northern borders of Roman Empire identical with southern borders of Celtic territories. Celtic place-names, together with the names of Celtic tribes, individuals, and gods, enable us to plot their presence in the British Isles, and in a broad crescent across Europe from Spain to the Lower Danube. 

The Celts are generally associated with the Iron Age in Europe. The earliest archaeological evidence associated with the Celts places them in what is now France and western Germany in the late Bronze Age, around 1200 BC. In the early Iron Age, they are associated with the Hallstatt culture (8th-6th century BC), Upper Austria. 

Between the 5th and 1st centuries BC, Celtic influence extended from Spain to the shores of the Black Sea. This later Iron Age phase is called La Tène, after a site in Switzerland. 
The Boii – a Celtic tribe, settled in what was later Bohemia, to which it gave its name. It later joined with another Celtic tribe, the Helvetii, to invade Gaul, was defeated in 58 BC by Julius Caesar. The remaining Boii in Bohemia were expelled by the Marcomanni tribe in 8 BC. (Source: Encyclopaedia Britannica)

Turn of the epoch – Germanic tribes [the Markomanni, the Quades]. The Marcomanni state mediated between the Roman Empire and the barbaric world. It was in close contacts with Roman provinces and took over elements of higher culture from Roman traders and merchants who settled at their territory. 

About 6th century – migration of peoples – arrival of Slavic tribes.

Invasion of Avars, nomads of Turko-Tartar origin. 

C. 630 Slavic uprising against Avars successful, the Slavs were led by semi-mythical figure of Franconian merchant Samo (623-658?) who organized the first Slavic tribal union.

GREAT MORAVIAN EMPIRE
Christianity – Latin rite from Irish, Bavarian and Salzburg missions, late 8th century.

Moravian princes wanted to counterbalance the Franconian influence ( alliance with Byzantium, requested Christian missionaries from Constantinople.

863, mission of Constantine [monastic name Cyril] and Methodius, known as the “apostles of the Slavs”, probably brothers, born in Thessalonica (north-eastern Greece). 

Cyril created Glagolitic script; together they translated books of the New Testament into the vernacular (based on Slavonic dialects around Thessalonica), using these translations to develop a Slavonic liturgy.

Methodius – archbishop of Moravian-Pannonian Archdiocese. 

Moravia submitted to Magyar invaders c. 906-7.

THE RISE OF THE CZECH STATE
Prince Bořivoj (?-894) – first historically known Czech ruler, was a loyal ally of Great Moravian Empire, baptised by Methodius of Great Moravia, but later his son Spytihněv extricated himself from this influence. Orientation towards Bavaria, culture of Latin West. 

Czechs recognised supremacy of the family clan of Přemyslides. Its founding father was a semi-mythical figure Přemysl the Ploughman.
Bořivoj´s widow Ludmila murdered 921, proclaimed saint. Disputes in ruling family led to Wenceslas´s assassination ( land unified ( state established.

St. Wenceslas – changed political orientation of the country from Bavaria to Saxony. Murdered by his brother in 935 (or perhaps 929).

His life after death: patron saint of the country, ideal ruler in eternity, symbol of Czech statehood.

Boleslav I (935-972) – Wenceslas´ brother, cherished ambitious plans against Germans, defeated by Otto I, became allies, together against Magyars, victorious in 955 at the Lech near Augsburg, Moravia liberated.

Boleslav II (935-972) – greatest territorial span.
973 Prague bishopric instituted, which disentangled Bohemian territory from dependence on diocese of Regensburg; now subordinate to archdiocese in Mainz.

St. Vojtěch (or Adalbert = the German version of his name) [+997 on a mission in East Prussia] – follower of reform of monastic life organized from Cluny in Burgundy; founded monastery in Břevnov for Benedictine monks in 993. Extensive travels throughout Europe (Rome, Monte Cassino, Pavia, Verona, Paris, Tours, Magdeburg, Gniezdno, etc.).

THE PŘEMYSLID KINGDOM
A powerful state protecting Central Europe from German pressure from the west and Mongolian pressure from the east – the basic geo-political problem of Central Europe.

Vratislav II (1061-1092) – attained the rank of king only for his own gratification in 1085.

Founded bishopric in Olomouc, chapter in Vyšehrad to break resistance of his brother, bishop of Prague.

Important stature of Czech state in Empire.

Superbly illuminated manuscript – Codex of Vyšehrad.

First signs of national feelings perceptible in Latin works. Chronicle of the first Czech historian Canon Cosmas from the beginning of 12th century.

Church hymns – O Lord Be Merciful, Hymn to St. Wenceslas.
10th century – Jewish merchants settled in Prague. Their community younger than that of Cologne, Mainz, Regensburg, but older than those in Vienna, Frankfurt and Berlin.

HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE – a political entity in Western Europe from 800 to 1806. It was initially known as the Empire in the West. 

In the 11th century it was called the Roman Empire and in the 12th century the Holy Empire. The title Holy Roman Empire was adopted in the 13th century. 
It consisted of present Austria, Switzerland, Benelux, Bohemia & Moravia, Silesia, Germany, and Northern Italy, which all created a free union or confederation.

Although the borders of the empire shifted greatly throughout its history, its principal area was always that of the German states. From the 10th century its rulers were elected German kings, who usually sought, but did not always receive, imperial coronation by the popes in Rome.

A group of German electors of the Emperor was established in 1202 by Pope Innocent. It consisted of representatives of old Rhine archbishoprics (Cologne, Mainz, Trier) & the Palatine of Rhine, Duke of Saxony, Margrave of Brandenburg and – the most distinguished temporal dignitary – King of Bohemia.

Přemysl I Otakar [1197-1230]

1212 Golden Bull of Sicily – revised relation of Czech state to Roman Empire; Bohemia created kingdom, Czech king made one of seven electors of Roman monarch, honorary title of “Arch-Cup-Bearer”.
Wenceslas I [1230-1253]

Culture of chivalry, Gothic style. Italian influence, his sister Princess Agnes of Bohemia, followed ideals of St. Francis of Assisi. Her convent was the first Gothic style complex in Prague.

13th century – German colonization reached Bohemia & Moravia, Poland, Silesia; similarly also Slovakia, Transylvania. There were parallels in Europe (Spain, Wales, Ireland, southern France, and Finland) – large masses of people on the move, gradually dissolved in host countries. Germans in the East were able to maintain their language for some 600-700 years because of their numbers, of the protection they received, and also owing to dense network of towns they helped to settle.

Tartar armies marched to Europe, 1241 defeated in Moravia.

Přemysl II Otakar [1253-1278]

He continued his father´s policies, allying himself with the towns against the Bohemian nobles and bringing in German farmers, miners, and merchants. Otakar built a new district of Prague for these immigrants and also founded the town of České Budějovice, which German brewers made an important beer-making centre.
Expansion of the Czech state to the North: he joined in two of the anti-pagan crusades of the Teutonic Knights, in East Prussia in 1254-1255 and in Lithuania in 1266-1267; the city of Königsberg (now Kaliningrad) was named in his honour. 
Expansion to the South: he gained Alpine countries, Carinthia, Styria, Carniola, touched the Adriatic Sea.

Reached for the Roman crown, but instead of him, Rudolf of Habsburg was elected, Přemysl Otakar did not recognize his electoral defeat ( battle of Marchfeld (1278), which Přemysl lost and got killed on battlefield.

The Jewish Town well integrated into the Old Town of Prague.

C. 1270 Old New School (=synagogue), built after the example of synagogues at Worms and Regensburg. Today it is the oldest synagogue in Europe.

1262 Statuta Judaeorum – provided religious and civil self-administration of Jewish community.

Wenceslas II [1278-1305]

Prisoner in Germany, united Bohemia and Poland, accepted Hungarian crown for his son.

Silver mines in Kutná hora ( the “groschen” of Kutná hora minted by specialists from Florence; two thirds of European silver production mined in Bohemia; reform of coinage, organization of mining industry. (Bohemian mining law considered so exemplary that three centuries later, Sir Phillip Sidney wanted to introduce it in the American colonies.)

First attempts to unite Central Europe (Poland, Hungary, Czech Lands) unsuccessful.

Wenceslas III [1305-1306]

Murdered in Olomouc at the age of 17 ( dying out of the Přemyslid dynasty.

